
 

   

VOLUME  1:  I SSUE 3  J ANUAR Y 2010 

 As you well know, Iôm seldom at a loss for words.  

Today as I stand here having been asked to speak on your 

behalf; I am stressed out by the responsibility as it weighs 

heavy on my shoulders.  I apologize if my ramblings take 

the liberties of putting words into your  mouths. So much 

has taken place these past weeks that it will take some 

time to digest it all.  I am overwhelmed by a feeling that it 

was no mere accident that I ended up here.  This window 

view reminds me of the countless times I have dr iven over 

this 4th Avenue flyover  and have sped up when passing the 

Drop-In Centre and the Cecil Hotel because I didnôt want 

to become a par t of the drama which was taking place on 

the their  front sidewalks. 

 I come from a wor ld a few blocks to the west where 

my measure of success and happiness was working in 

those glitter ing glass and chrome towers.  That wor ld has 

an unattractive underbelly.  Itôs a dog-eat-dog wor ld de-

fined by buying something for  a buck and selling it for  

two, and whatever  happens ï will happen, just make sure 

it doesnôt happen to you.  How ironic that in my search 

for  my bear ings and trying to put a sense of humanity to it 

all,  it was necessary to come back to the gutters of the east 

end. We all come from different wor lds and have different 

reasons for  being here.  I believe that it is safe to say that 

one thing we all have in common is that there is something 

wrong in our  lives.  There is something missing, gone awry 

and weôre not as happy as we should be.  These past three 

weeks we have listened to presentations, had open discus-

sions and have looked at options which we may take in the 

future.  We found that most of our  answers and strengths 

lie within us and not in a handful of pills or  a bottle.  

Weôve learned that we are not alone and that there is help 

out there.  We just need the courage and humility to ask. 

 The format of these weeks has been structured yet 

relaxed.  Much effor t has been taken to accommodate our 

needs and ensure that we benefit.   We made some fr iend-

ships and we learned some skills.  Instead of anyone wag-

ing a finger  at us, reminding us how badly we screwed up; 

we were presented with honesty, frankness and guidance.  

Weôll never forget our time here.  Weôll remember David 

who so emotionally wore his heart on his sleeve.  Weôll 

remember  Louise who so openly shared her losses and re-

covery, leaving us with a sense that solutions are at arms 

reach.  As well the unshakeable Collin who was always 

there to make things happen.  It is with thanks and appre-

ciation that we will remember  those that helped walk us 

through these past weeks. 

 We are walking away with something of value.  On 

behalf of this class I pledge that when we fall ï and fall we 

will ï we will NOT stay on the ground to be trod upon.  

We will pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and with our 

newfound skills and strengths we will car ry on.  We have 

come to know that: 

THE WORK GOES ON, THE CAUSE ENDURES, THE 

HOPE STILL LIVES AND  

THE DREAM SHALL NEVER DIE. 

Thank you, and may God bless you. 

     -Les C, 

    Class 59 Valedictorian 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

Well the first class of 2010 has now been com-

pleted, and what a great star t to the New Year. 

This class has, as always, provided a few strug-

gles and many tr iumphs! I would like to take a 

moment  to congratulate each one of our  gradu-

ates on this accomplishment! 

January was quite a successful month for  the 

CTI program. It saw the return of Collin to the 

role of our  program instructor  and this class 

had 76 applicants for  the program, which is sig-

nificantly higher than any other  month since the 

programôs inception. Furthermore, we had eleven students gradu-

ate which is also quite high! Next month is shaping up to be another  

busy month for  CTI as we had 74 applicants apply for  this course! 

Our evening program is continuing in 2010. So if you need to finish 

(or  star t) any of the online cer tifications we offer , such as CSTS, 

TDG, Confined Space or  WHMIS, please feel free to attend. The 

program runs every Tuesday from 4:30pm to 8:30pm. There will be 

a pick up at 4:30 on the first floor  by the elevator , and if you arr ive 

anytime after  that, just ask secur ity to give CTI a call and we will 

come down and pick you up. Everyone is welcome, so if you (or  

someone you know) needs this cer tification, feel free to come down 

and get the training you need! 

Congratulations once again from the entire CTI team to our  recent 

class of graduates! 

      -Jason M 

       CTI Coordinator 
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Contact Info: 

423 4th Avenue SE  

Calgary, AB T2G 0C8 

(403) 699-8282 

cti@ thedi.ca 

 Applications can be found at our  

website, or  on the main floor  of 

the DI at the secur ity desk.  

Next application deadline:  

February 14, 2010 

For the course beginning:  

March 1, 2010 

 

For  more info, call (403) 699-8283 

Send applications to: 

Career Training Initiative (CTI) 

Calgary Drop-In & Rehab Centre 

423 4th Avenue SE, Calgary, AB, 

T2G0C8 

Email: ctic2@ thedi.ca 

Or  at the secur ity desk on the main 

floor  of the DI.  

Fax: (403) 234-0677  

APPLYING FOR CTI  
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