
Calgary Drop-In & Rehab Centre

THE WOODWORK SHOP
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our woodwork shop 
is an exceptionally 
well equipped 
facility located 
in the manchester 
industrial area.

In 2000, the DI initiated the Woodwork Shop Training Program. 
Our primary goal is to teach our students the necessary skill-sets 
to find meaningful work and to become self-sufficient. To achieve 
this we teach life-skills alongside with core carpentry skills such 
as safety in a workshop, what it means to be an employee, and 
how to work safely with the equipment. 

Over the years the DI’s Woodwork Shop participants have 
received invitations to exhibit at the Calgary Home & Garden 
Show and the Calgary Home & Interior’s Show. We have recently 
finished contracts as diverse as building a simple blanket box to 
designing, building and installing a complex wall to wall, floor to 
ceiling bookshelf unit. 

Over its ten years of operation, the Woodwork Shop has built a 
reputation for excellence; in our relationships, the craftsmanship 
of our products and the quality of our people. Our exquisitely 
crafted custom designed pieces find their place in homes 
throughout the city and area, while our graduates find their place 
in society with a skill-set and work ethic unparalleled by others 
in the woodwork training sector. 

We teach the ethics of being a person of worth by teaching 
individuals how to build better furniture. Our students become 
skilled woodworkers who take pride in the quality of their work. 
From planning to design, through production and installation, 
every step is built on the foundation of excellence we instill in 
every one of our students and every product we craft.

Within the 10,000 sq.ft. workshop, a central machine shop is 
accessible to the three work bays as well as the finishing shop. 
Each workbay is equipped with vital tools to create the fine 
pieces of furniture the DI’s Woodwork Shop is known for.
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our team
Our Woodwork Shop is managed by a team of experienced 
craftsmen, who bring a combined 80+ years of excellence to 
their craft. Their careers range from working with single family 
home builders to artisan shops, where one of a kind pieces 
were built to meet a client’s unique needs. They have each 
experienced the challenges of owner-managed woodshops 
and bring a wealth of knowledge to the shop floor that they 
willingly share with the students. 

We boast a teacher student ratio of two students per cabinetmaker 
which benefits participants and customers equally.

what we do
We specialize in custom applications ranging from blanket boxes 
to wall to wall, floor to ceiling installations.

We also do custom design work to fit a client’s unique space, 
budget and vision. We always enjoy a challenge and so does 
our team. Give us a call. We’d love the opportunity to build the 
cabinet of your dreams.

our products
Our innovative, custom made products are built and sourced 
locally using superior materials. Made to last a lifetime, our 
careful attention and fastidious approach to every detail means 
we stand behind all our products to ensure all our products stand 
the test of time.O
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how we do it
Our products are built on our relationships.

Before we begin to build, we set the foundation to understand 
what you need.

We begin with a consultation and investigate all possible 
approaches. We review possibilities, limitations, materials, 
suitability. We meet on-site as required to understand your needs, 
expectations, and budget. Once we’ve created a word picture of 
what you’re looking for, we get down to the drawing board.

Our drawings are produced to give you a vision of how we can 
meet your needs - from traditional drafting to sophisticated CAD 
design we give you a 3-D view of what can be built. We include 
pricing options to give you the full range of possibilities based on 
variables such as materials, finishes and time.

And, once you’ve signed off on the design, we provide you a 
detailed quote which is our commitment and guarantee to build 
to your specifications, your budget, and timelines.
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accents complement any 
decor. available in a variety 
of designs, wood and unique 
finishes our accent pieces 
bring life to the environment 
of any room or space.

Ash table stained green and black. 
28W x 18D x 20H” 
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Frame yourself and add beauty 
to your room in this handsomely 

crafted pine mirror.
31½W x 48H”

Built of solid walnut and inlaid with 
maple the hand-crafted elegance 
of this key table adds grace to any 
foyer. One small drawer for storage.
28W x 20D x 31H”
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end every seating 
arrangement with our 

custom-fitted end tables and 
punctuate every conversation 
with a matching coffee table. 

built of the solid wood of 
your choice, these tables add 

grace to any space.C
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Matching end tables can be made in 
the solid wood of your choice.

24W x 24D x 19H” 
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visually interesting, designed 
to match your kitchen décor 

our cutting boards add 
pleasure to meal prep.

End grain. Walnut, sapele and maple. 
Available in custom sizes.
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blanket boxes are a wonderful companion 
to any bedroom suite. as with all family 
heirlooms, a blanket box is a special something 
that can be passed on to future generations. 
designed in a variety of woods and finishes, 
with cedar linings and hinged tops.

Solid maple with clearcoat 
and mahogany stain.

48W x 20D x 17H”
 

B
LA

N
K

ET
 B

O
XE

S

9



make every meal a special occasion with a custom-
designed table in the wood of your choice. 

we offer custom-designed dining tables to 
accommodate your family and friends from big 

family gatherings or small intimate dinners.

our finishing department can refinish any item 
and make it better than new.

Detail: Cherry with carpathian elm inlay. Filled finish.
120L x 52W x 30H” 
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unique space-saving cabinets for hanging 
or folded clothing. wardrobes are great 
for organizing bedrooms or using as 
entertainment centers. units can be 
designed with adjustable shelves, drawers 
and storage space. available in a variety 
of woods and finishes with the option of a 
cedar lining.

Elegance in the theme of oak. Faux finish. 
46W x 22D x 74H” W
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Quarter cut white oak with King 
Louis handles; Baltic birch drawers. 

39W x 20D x 60H”

Keep your special clothes 
and items in place with 

a timeless hand-crafted 
dresser. Our beautiful 

dressers enhance any 
bedroom space and create 

value in every room.D
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Detail: 5 piece sectional wall unit made of cherry.  

smart storage solutions 
designed to meet your 

organizational needs. our 
beautiful and unique wall 

units, clear up clutter and 
put your prized possessions 

on display with pride.
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designed to fit anywhere, 
our bookshelves and curio 
cabinets can be built to any 
size and are an attractive 
addition to any living space. 
available in a variety of solid 
woods and finishes.

The simplicity of this white on white, 
back-lit curio cabinet creates calm 
within any room. Maple with MDF, 

glass, and inset halogens. 
48W x 24D x 80H”
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Detail: Custom living room feature wall with leather-top ottoman. Red 
oak with granite accent, antiqued mirror and integrated lighting.

48W x 20D x 192H”

create unique spaces in 
your home with custom-built 
furnishings, like a solid oak 
bar or glass-fronted cabinet, 
designed to fit into your 
family space and busy lives. 
let your personal style be 
reflected in graceful hand-
finished pieces crafted to fit 
any room.
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cleverly designed to satisfy 
your audio and visual 
entertainment needs, our 
entertainment centres are 
versatile organizing systems 
that include space for 
storing media and displaying 
keepsakes. available in a 
variety of solid woods and 
finishes with flexible layouts 
to ensure a spectacular 
centerpiece in your home.

This back lit, dark-stained cherry cabinet creates the perfect entertainment centre for 
your family room. It is a fitting place to display your treasured mementos.
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satisfy today’s modern 
needs with functional and 

attractive office furnishings. 
natural oil finishes, inlays, 

smooth gliding drawers, 
executive wall systems, 

natural cork backboards, 
privacy skirts and rollaway 

cabinet doors hiding 
secondary workspaces.

Executive desk with jade inlay. 
Solid pine with natural oil finish. C
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a prestigious way to display 
your finest books and to 

set-off any presentation. 
our beautiful solid wood 

lecterns are an ideal podium 
for a boardroom, conference 

hall or library.

Available in custom sizes and materials. LE
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We welcome the opportunity 
to work with you. please call 
for an appointment

(403) 262-2614

Visit our Showroom and Woodshop at 
5513 - 3rd Street SE
Calgary, Alberta
www.thedi.ca/woodwork
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we empower people 
to build richer, 
more stable lives.

our graduates 
put their skills 
to work and 
build a world of 
difference into 
their lives and 
our communities.

your support 
helps make it 
happen.

about the di 
For 50 years, the Calgary Drop-In & Rehab Centre has delivered 
services and shelter to people experiencing homelessness in 
Calgary. Open 365 days a year, twenty-four hours a day, the DI 
sleeps 1250 men and women per night and serves approximately 
3500 meals a day. In 2009, over 12,000 individuals used the DI’s 
services and programs.

VISION 
The needs of people who are homeless or at risk are met in a 
respectful, comprehensive and safe way. 

MISSION 
To prevent homelessness where possible, offer care and shelter 
when needed, and provide opportunities for people to rehabilitate 
and rebuild their lives. 

The DI is a friendly, safe and supportive environment where along 
with food and shelter, individuals find the necessary tools and 
help they need to rebuild their lives. Through programs such as 
the Woodwork Shop, the DI provides a safe alternative to life on 
the street while giving individuals an opportunity to learn vital 
life skills and trades. Other programs include Career Training 
Initiative (CTI) a three week intensive job-readiness program 
where participants earn job certification including WHMIS, CPR, 
Flagger, Forklift driver and many other vital job skills. The DI also 
provides computer-skills training as well as the opportunity to 
become a licensed computer technician. There is a computer lab, 
art studio and courses such as money management, life-skills 
training and more. For more information please visit our website 
at: www.thedi.ca or call:  403-266-3600. 21



WOODWORK SHOP 

shaping lives and wood into beautiful forms
(403) 262-2614    www.thedi.ca/woodwork
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